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Abstract 

The plight of girl-child education around the globe in general and Nigeria 
in particular has attracted divergent views from different disciplines. Girl-
child is expected to play a unique position in the furtherance of the society, 
particularly in the visual arts in Nigeria at large. Unfortunately reverse is 
the case, the society tend to overlook the innate talent she possesses. She 
faces a lot of challenges like dropping out of school, street hawking and 
domestic servant amongst others. It is in this light that the paper highlights 
and discusses the impact visual art education plays in the life of girl-child. 
At the end the paper offer a solution as a way forward. 
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Education is a basic human right vital to the personal, societal development 
and well-being; all children deserve quality education which enhances their lives, 
developmental growth, which provides a means for national development. A 
qualitative education will better equip the girl-child with knowledge and skills needed 
to adapt healthy life style in addition to protecting themselves from HIV/AIDS and 
other deadly diseases and take active role in social, economic, political and other 
developmental decision making as children. The girl-child child is a special asset the 
world over. She is a young lady who is in her adolescence, who was dropped out of 
school or has never seen the four walls of a classroom; she is most times involved in 
street hawking or found in elites homes as a domestic servant. 

In line with the above, Muhammad and Gushem (2009) noted that in 
traditional Nigerian society, the birth of girl- child as a first child for instance is 
greeted with signs of murmurs. Again, the fundamental purpose for women was child 
bearing. Girl –child was appreciated only for their pride and ability to bear children, 
she was also made to bear or shoulder the domestic chores. Furthermore, the girl- 
child is looked upon as someone who had no right to participate in the control of 
family economy. In the same vein, Umar (2008) reported that the girl-child in Nigeria 
reveals her unfortunate situation not only at home but also in school, and the general 
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society that she is made to know her place early in her life. Furthermore, Mark (1994) 
in Adishi (2007) reported that women are strong agents of change and positive 
development in the society, but unfortunately, they have not the necessary tools to 
effect any change. The tool is nothing other than education which will equip them for 
meaningful developmental contribution. 

Women literacy is an important key to the family empowerment, because the 
peculiar skills of womanhood in addition to literacy are necessary to emphasize girl-
child education as a special undertaking. The primary aim of educating the girl-child 
in all societies is not far from the fact of enabling her to acquire appropriate attitude 
and orientation, coupled with commitment to ensure the full realization of her 
potentials to the maximum; and whatever education is received, it is geared on 
serving her needs which is preparatory for the role expected of her later in life, such 
as looking after the home and future child bearing practices she is bound to be 
confronted with.  

Education is the comer-stone of broad based economic growth and poverty 
reduction, which if fully acquired will afford people the means to confront major 
developmental challenges. Education is a human right, and most single vital tool with 
immerse power to transform. It is in view of this that the universal declaration of 
human rights of 1948 through to the 1989 United Nations Convention on the right of 
the child, the right to education has always been regarded as the most central of all 
rights and the girl-child education is even more daunting in ensuring sustainability as 
far as educating the girl-child is concern. 
 
The Need for Girl-Child Education 
 At this juncture, we shall not fail to acknowledge and salute the efforts of the 
United Nations in all their noble efforts to address the issue of the girl child. The 
United Nations’ convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against 
women was adopted by the United Nation General Assembly on 18th December 1979. 
By 3rd September 1981, it entered into force as an International treaty, having been 
ratified by the 20th country by the 10th anniversary of the convention in 1989, about 
100 countries had agreed to be bound by its provisions. The convention explicitly 
acknowledges that “extensive discrimination against women violate the principles of 
equality of human rights and respect for human dignity”. Having said that a child is 
someone who is below the age of 18 years, we are here stating that if a woman suffers 
discrimination, then how much more a girl child. 
 In addition, the United Nation fourth world conference on women was held 
September 1995 at Beijing, China and the conference came up with a “platform  for 
action: The Girl child Diagnosis” This platform has nine (9) strategies objectives 
which state how to: 
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Eliminate all forms of discrimination against the girl child: Negative cultural 
attitudes and practices: in Education. Skills development and training: in health 
and nutrition: violence against the girl child: economic exploitation of girls in child 
labour--- and then promote and protect the rights of the girl child and increase 
awareness of her needs and potentials; her awareness and participation in social, 
economic and political life and also strengthen the role of the family in improving 
the statues of the girl child.   

 
 Despite present efforts by organizations such as United Nation declaration of 
the rights of the child and subsequent World Summits Conference to ensure equal 
access to education as boys, the situation has not changed. Boys’ enrollment at all the 
levels of education in Nigeria still outnumbers that of girls. Education is very vital 
and important to the girl-child; this is because it provides for her harmonious and feral 
development which gives her the necessary skills and confidence to make free choices 
in life; while striving to make meaningful contributions to the political, social as well 
as economic development of her country. 
 
Factors Militating Against Girl-Child Education: An Overview 
 “The challenges in Nigeria is as a whole, particularly in the northern part of 
the country is significant. Of the 3.2 million children who are out of school, 2.6 
million of them are girls. Every effort to identify and remove the obstacles that 
prevent these girls from accessing and completing a quality basic education will 
work, at the same time to improve the quality of learning for all children, boys and 
girls alike.” 
  A statement from United Nation International Children Fund (UNICEF) said 
from the forgoing, we can categorically state that there is a problem of a 
discrimination against women in general and the girl child specifically. The United 
Nations could not have gone into all the details if there were no problem all over the 
world. Some of the challenges facing women and the girl-child include: 
• Child marriages or early marriages 
• Child sexual abuse/violence 
• Child labour 
• Teenage pregnancy and abortion 
• HIV/AIDS, STDS, VVF 
• Gender discrimination/Gender inequality to mention but few. 
These are  factors have been identified as militating against the realization of girl-
child education and this have constituted a lot of hindrances to the acquisition of 
functional quality education of the girl-child cultural and religious perception and 
interpretation of the issue of girl-child education.  
The girl child has been subjected to child marriages to which she cannot even give 
consent. Many have gone through are still going through child labour due to poverty, 
where some of the girls are sent to the streets to do street hawking or become 
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domestic servant where they are subjected to all kinds of molestation, violence and 
abuse leading to torture and torments. 

Ngwanma (2014) noted that, many have been expose to rape, child 
molestation, and teenage pregnancy leading to becoming school dropout or opting for 
abortions. Others have suffered gender discrimination, in families who saw having a 
baby girl is a bad omen. The girl child was marginalized from birth and made to be 
the domestic strive while her male counterparts had rights to school and play and she 
had none. The gender inequality also continued in the kind of schooling, and the 
course she was made to study, the ideas of being inferior. 

There were also health and nutritional hazards like the incidences of sexually 
transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS and VVF. Worthy to note the common mindset 
continued sayings like James Brown songs “it is a man’s world” In a nutshell, the 
challenges is the dehumanization of the female expression because of wrong mindset. 

The girl child therefore is relegated to the background and lost her self esteem 
and saw herself with a negative self image. Lack of clear cut policy or plan favouring 
the poor or disadvantaged in addition to political instability, issue of insecurity and a 
host of other problems which all have a negative and lifelong impact on the girl-child 
as far as participation and opportunity to acquire education is considered in adequate 
enlightened programmes to motivate the citizenry on the importance of girl-child 
education. 
 
Policies for the Acceleration of Girl-Child Education 
 The creation of a favourable and sustainable policy environment is critical, 
establishment of more schools for girls especially at secondary schools levels. It gives 
girl-child more access to education and this will unreliably generate more literate 
females in the near future. This in turn will ensure sustenance of girls in school, it will 
ensure gender equity in education and this will close the gender gap so that the second 
millennium development goals of achieving universal basic education by the years 
2015 may be realized. 
 Giving scholarship to the girl-child in school will go a long way to motivate 
them to remain in school; this will also attract other that are not in school to enroll. 
Mothers could also be educated in this regard and could serve as an integral part of a 
process that will equip her with knowledge and skills to improve the quality of her 
own life and that of her family and the country at large. It also preached the adage that 
says “if you educate a woman you educate a nation”.  Positive developmental 
programmes, that is aimed at facilitating the education of the girl-child most, are 
account of her peculiar and particular needs in terms of her role and expectation in the 
society.  
 This is where self-reliance education becomes necessary. Umbugadu (2015) 
states that, self reliance can be seen as a state in which an individual is capable of 
living and tending for herself effectively and efficiently in the human society”. Self-
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reliance education is the education that is made up of the general education as well as 
the acquisition of practical skills which will help the girl child after leaving training to 
be able to set up their own business and also be in a position to employ others. 
 
Conclusion 

A lot of progress has been made through public policies. However, there is 
still a lot of work to be done, in conformity to the United Nations platform for action 
intended to eradicate and eliminate all forms of discrimination against women in 
general and the girl child in particular. The girl-child education is not receiving the 
attention it should, despite efforts from various organizations both within and outside 
the country. It is important for government at all levels and stake holders to be 
committed and also take appropriate steps to effectively educate the girl-child by 
ensuring equal access to girl-child education by taking measures to eliminate 
educational imbalances in favour of the girl-child at all levels. 
 This is in line with the most regular verbal statements of Nkom (2010) in 
Umbugadu (2015) to her female students, the need for one to be educated and even 
compete with the male counterpart in the academic pursuit. However it will go a long 
way ensuring that mindset of many of our people still wrongly think that “female or 
the girl child is inferior to male”. 
 Girls education contibutes to protect girls form exploitation, hazardous and 
exploitative forms of labour and HIV/AIDS. It optimizes the birth rate, reducing early 
pregnancies and infant/child mortality. It is also capable of improving family 
cohesion, health and nutrition. Above all, it contributes to stronger economic and to 
building lasting democracies. 
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